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[~ T VI N - Now the Loid appeared to him. There are other occasions when God appears
to Abraham: 2wt 2728 9% W w1y, The Lovd appeared to Abram, and He said (owy) (12:7). Again,
after Abraham won the battle with the kin gs, TN T3 238 ¥ W 2t . The word of the Lord came

@ ta Abram in a vision, saving (sx3) (15:1). And then, v7% “2w 273y 3 S ™ 8, God appeared (s7)
~Jo I‘{ to,Abram, and He said to him (»3s vw+y) (17:1). He appeared to him, He revealed Himself-and told
™ [p him something, commanded him or promised him or enlightened him—a message was delivered.
What attracts our attention to this verse is the absence of the vayomer; the absence of a message.
What was the purpose of the revelation? \What objective was God seeking; what did He tell him?
Another difference: none of the preceding verses describing God's appearances to Abraham use the
pronoun r7y. Abraham is previously alwavs referred to by name.
¢! Rashi says: *ox w71, He appeared to hin: in order to visit the sick. God paid Abraham a sick call
because he was in pain after his circumcision. Rabbi Chama ben Chanina said that it was the third
day following the circumcision, when the pain is most severe, and the Almighty appeared to ask
about his state of health (Bava Metzi'a 86b.
Abraham was in need. and God came 1o visit him. There is no =%, no message. no command,
g no law; no promise. God simply came to see him. If two individuals are close friends, sharing a
sense of intimacy and companionship. one need not have a message to deliver in order to walk
info the others home. The highest form of friendship does not require words. Before this visit, the
relationship between God and Abraham v as a formal one; it did not involve friendship. There was
a'contractual relationship between empl -;?ﬁﬁgﬁgﬁﬁam—maﬁﬁmﬁ?
Y 571 was accompanied by a =zw. But after Abraham was circumcised and the covenant established,
there was a new intimacy, a new kind of friendship—one that did niot have to be expressed in
words, did not need speech or a message. P S e
The use of v2y similarly demonstrates this change. As long as the relationship is a formal one,
itis guided by the rules of courtesy. Formality requires mentioning the name. But when we visit a
friend. there is no need for the name. The structure of the verb and subject in this verse is another
w indication of this. In the Bible, the verb and the subject usually are not separated. If =1 is the verb
] - o - ) R : :  ———————
and God is the subject. the verse should have read “sx == % not =i = »= By reversing the
subject and the object, the Torah emphasizes that Abraham was very close to God. that God longed

to see him.
Up to this point we have been reading the story of Avraham avdi. Abraham the servant of God
Y| From Parashas Vayeira on is a new story: a new tale is introduced. the story of Abraham the friend
of God (Is. 41:8). God came to Abr&ham lish'al hishlomo. to inquire after his health. to show friend-

ship and involvement.
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/ What is more troubling is an approach to viewing Biblical
characters, popularly known here in Israel as "eye-level biblical
study." Viewing biblical characfers at "eye level" would be reasonable
ifWWere colossal in stature like Moses, but most
of these people are but dwarves, and viewing biblical giants at the

(peyc-level of dwarves belittles their greatness.
i 2T

Theré is one side of this so-called "eye-level biblical study" that accept,
which brings us back to a subject we have already discussed at length,
namely, humanism. That is, the analysis of the human component of
the Bible and of biblical characters. In applying this methodology, we

[{ must exercise great caution. On the one hand, we want to emphasize

the human-personal side, even of the greatest of biblical personalities,

Just as these personalities were analyzed by the midrashim, by Hazal,
by the Ramban, and by the Netziv. None of these great Sages hesitated

to make statements of this type. This type of analysis exemplifies one

{C) side, the healthy, desirable component of "eye-level biblical study."

Olr biblical study must address the human characteristics, the human

personalities, grappling wi : roblems.

But, in a certain sense, we are stuck between a rock and ﬂgd

place. On the one hand; there are people, some of whom consider

Y themselves religious, who deny the Bible's unique status. They do

not deny its prophetic origins. They deny its sublimity and greatness.
As far as they are concerned, Haman could be a professor, could be
int their class, in their school. And certainly they lack the appropriate
appreciation for Hazal. This is a great deficiency, and it must be

eZ_Gavoided at all costs,

©n the other hand, there are those, who are not teaching at Herzog
Cdllege or at other such institutions, who deny a different component
of'the Bible. They negate the human element. They may be aware
that the Ramban addressed it, but they avoid the Ramban, and focus

7)' instead on other commentaries. They do not want you to have an

emotionally charged understanding of the giants who are the heroes
of the Bible.
This*dehumanization of biblical characters is dangerous for two

reasons., First of all, it distorts the proper understanding of these
individuals, as it eliminates the great teachings that can be gleaned
from the descriptions of these great personalities, such as Moses as he
was perceived and thus portrayed by Hazal. But what is even worse
in fny eyes is the reason they oppose these pomy

so opposed to perceiving the emotional side of Moses or Abraham?

b{ Because they deny that emotion can be a lofty religious expression.

In this approach, emotions are base. Only creatures of lesser stature
are guided by their emotions. But men of great spiritual stature? Why
should you think their emotions play any role? They can see Abraham

going to the binding of Isaac as if he were headed to a wedding...

but how can one ignore the three days of spiritual deliberations that

Abraham underwent as if-they never happened? How can one negate

—
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‘the struggle and the grappling, as if they indicate some deficiency?

Hazal validated and valued emotional expressioﬁ, as does the
Bibl?i?self. But these people do not view it that way. They are
unwilling to acknowledge the emotic;n'al power of Moses pounding
on the door of Heaven, when the verse states "And [ beseeched God"

(Deuteronomy 3:23). What is wrong with beseeching? They believe
that Moses' being prevented from entering the Land of Israel was of
liftle consequence to him. In their approach, only a simple man would
be concerned by such a denial; Moses was not concerned by it. How
does the Talmud (Sota 14a) put it? "Did he want to eat of its fruits or
satisty himself from its bounty?" -

These people distort the Bible in another way.

We must develop an approach to Bible study that is both humanistic

to place him upon a-pedestal, to know that he was not like you or
e ———

me but on another level, in various ways. At the same time, we must

understand, as Hazal understood, that Moses, too, experienced real

human emotions.
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